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Synopsis

The man known as Cheradenine Zakalwe was one of Special Circumstances’ foremost agents,
changing the destiny of planets to suit the Culture through intrigue, dirty tricks, and military action.
The woman known as Diziet Sma had plucked him from obscurity and pushed him toward his
present eminence, but despite all their dealings she did not know him as well as she thought. The
drone known as Skaffen-Amtiskaw knew both of these people. It had once saved the woman'’s life
by massacring her attackers in a particularly bloody manner. It believed the man to be a lost cause.
But not even its machine could see the horrors in his past. Ferociously intelligent, both witty and

horrific, Use of Weapons is a masterpiece of science fiction.
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Customer Reviews

Use of Weapons is set around the edges of Banks’ utopian star-civilization the Culture, which is
featured in a number of Banks’ books. Cheradenine Zakalwe is not a Culture citizen, but he has
been employed by the Special Circumstances branch of the Culture’s Contact section as a
mercenary, trying to influence conflicts on a variety of planets to be resolved in the direction the
Culture prefers. As the main action of the story opens, Zakalwe has "retired" from SC. Diziet Sma,
who has been Zakalwe’s "control" in the past, is rudely summoned from her latest (quite
pleasurable) assignment in order to find Zakalwe and recruit him for one more emergency mission
(involving a situation with which Zakalwe was previously involved).From this point, the novel

progresses in two main directions. The main branch of the story follows Sma forward in time, as she



pursues and eventually finds Zakalwe, and as Sma and Zakalwe accomplish, in general terms, the
mission on which the SC branch has sent them. This involves convincing a retired politician who
supports the "right" side (anti-terraforming, pro-Machine Intelligence) of a conflict in an unstable star
cluster to return to the arena and forestall a coming war, and then also involves some intervention in
a "brushfire" which has broken out as a precursor to the war. This story is exciting and enjoyable,
with plenty of Banksian action, Banksian scenery, and Banksian humor, the last as usual particularly
embodied in the character of Sma’s drone assistant, Skaffen-Amtiskaw. (Banks’ machine characters

are inveterate scene-stealers.

Download to continue reading...

Use of Weapons Make: Props and Costume Armor: Create Realistic Science Fiction & Fantasy
Weapons, Armor, and Accessories Medieval Costume, Armour and Weapons (Dover Fashion and
Costumes) lllustrated Catalog of Civil War Military Goods: Union Weapons, Insignia, Uniform
Accessories and Other Equipment The Glock Exotic Weapons System War Posters: Weapons of
Mass Communication Urban Survival Handbook: The Beginners Guide to Securing Your Territory,
Food and Weapons (How to Survive Your First Disaster) Command and Control: Nuclear Weapons,
the Damascus Accident, and the lllusion of Safety Principles of War (Dover Military History,
Weapons, Armor) Cold Steel: The Art of Fencing with the Sabre (Dover Military History, Weapons,
Armor) Bomb Scare: The History and Future of Nuclear Weapons Old Sword Play: Techniques of
the Great Masters (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor) The Fifteen Decisive Battles of the
World: From Marathon to Waterloo (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor) Guns on the Early
Frontiers: From Colonial Times to the Years of the Western Fur Trade (Dover Military History,
Weapons, Armor) Infantry Weapons of World War Il, USA, UK, Germany, USSR, Japan, More
Weapons of Math Destruction: How Big Data Increases Inequality and Threatens Democracy The
Spread of Nuclear Weapons: A Debate Renewed (Second Edition) Nuclear Weapons and Arms
Control in the Middle East (BCSIA Studies in International Security) Germs: Biological Weapons and

America’s Secret War Nuclear Weapons: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)

Dmca


http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/read-book/Nxwpe/use-of-weapons.pdf?r=NHjcXHBqPIeAW1nJjrpBUaAk5Dgcm2iSMcPG7694EImLVChlaaIsPl%2FBoxmIygMW
http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/dmca

